UP OF PRIESTS, LevitEs, AND IsRAELITES. WHEN THE TIME CAME FOR A 
WATCH TO GO UP TO JERUSALEM, ITS PRIESTS AND LEVITES GO UP WITH IT TO 
JERUSALEM. AND IsRAELITES WHO BELONG TO THAT WATCH GATHER 
TOGETHER IN THEIR TOWNS AND STUDY THE STORY OF THE WORKS OF 
CREATION. 


II:1: Rather, the early prophets made the rule of twenty-four watches, 
and for each watch there was a delegation in Jerusalem made up of 
priests, Levites, and Israelites [M. 4:2D]. It has been taught: There 
were 24,000 in the delegation from Jerusalem, and half of a delegation 
from Jericho. Jericho too could have produced a complete delegation, 
but it was so as to assign greater glory to Jerusalem that Jericho 
produced only half of a delegation. 


II:2: The priests go to participate in the Temple labor, and the Levites 
to the platform [on which they] would sing Psalms], and the Israelites 
take upon themselves to serve as the messengers of all Israel. 


II:3: It has been taught: R. Simeon b. Eleazar says, “Priests, Levites, 
musical instruments, and the people as well are indispensable to the 
cult” [T. Ta. 3:3D]. R. Abun in the name of R. Eleazar: “The scriptural 
basis for the view of R. Simeon is as follows: ‘The whole assembly 
worshiped, [and the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this 
continued until the burnt offering was finished]’ (2 Chron. 29:28). 
““The whole assembly worshiped’ — this refers to the Israelites. 
““And the singers sang’ — this refers to the Levites. “‘And the 
trumpeters sounded’ — this refers to the priests. “All this continued 
until the burnt offering was finished’ — all of this is indispensable to 
the cult.” 


II:4: R. Jacob bar Aha, R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan [in the 
Tosefta’s version]: “Eight priestly watches did Moses set up for the 
priesthood, and eight for the Levites, [Y.: four from Eleazar, four from 
Itamar. When David and Samuel, the seer, arose, they divided the 
priesthood into twenty-four watches, and the Levites into twenty- four 
watches. [Y.: Until David and Samuel, the seers arose and they added 
eight; four from Eleazar, four from Itamar. They wanted to add eight 
more, for twenty-four, and they found some from Eleazar, but not from 
Itamar] [T. Ta. 3:2A-B].” 


II:5: Four priestly watches came up from the Exile: Jediah, Harim, 
Pashhur, and Immer [Ezra 2:36 - 39]. The prophets who were in 
Jerusalem went and divided them into twenty-four watches, mixed up 
[lots], and placed them in an urn. Jediah came and took five, in 


